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Cecropia peltata
Family: Moraceae
Trumpet-Wood

Other Common Names: Yagrumo (Cuba, Venezuela), Guarumo (Mexico, Colombia), Boessi papaja
(Surinam), Imbauba (Brazil), Cetico, Tacuna (Peru), Ambahu (Argentina).

Distribution: Throughout tropical America. Abundant in open areas and in forests, both virgin and
cutover, often forming almost pure stands.

The Tree: A medium-sized tree with trunk diameters to 24 in. and height to 70 ft, more commonly
40 ft tall and 8 to 12 in. in diameter at maturity. Stems are hollow, often housing small stinging ants.

The Wood:

General Characteristics: No distinction between sapwood and heartwood, whitish when freshly cut
becoming pale brown or oatmeal colored upon exposure. Fairly lustrous; texture coarse; grain
generally straight; without distinctive odor or taste.

Weight: Basic specific gravity (ovendry weight/green volume) 0.26 to 0.34, air- dry density 20 to 26
pcf.

Mechanical Properties: (First set of data based on 2-in. standard; second set based on 2-cm
standard.)

Moisture content Bending strength Modulus of elasticity Maximum crushing strength

(%) (Psi) (1.000 psi) (Psi)

Green (6) 4,040 860 1,870
12% 6,490 1,090 3,490
Green (30) 6,100 1,210 3,240
15% 8,800 NA 4,300

Janka side hardness 220 b for green and 320 1b for dry material. Forest Products Laboratory
toughness 62 in.-1b at 12% moisture content (5/8-in. specimen). Both of these tests on wood with
basic specific gravity of 0.26.

Drying and Shrinkage: The wood air-seasons rapidly but with moderate to severe warp and little
checking. The wood is also easy to kiln-dry without excessive seasoning degrade. A modified
schedule, T7-B6, is suggested for 4/4 stock and a modified T5-B5 for 8/4(50). Shrinkage green to
ovendry: radial 2.0% tangential 6.2%; volumetric 8.3%.



Working Properties: Seasoned wood is very easy to saw and machine compared with green wood.
Surfaces tend to tear and fuzz in shaping and turning but gives good results in planing and sanding.
Nails readily and holds screws well. Difficult to finish with varnish or lacquer.

Durability: The wood is very susceptible to attack by decay fungi, termites, and other insects. Prone
to blue stain.

Preservation: If incised or where there is high end-grain exposure, the wood will treat well using
either pressure-vacuum systems or open tank.

Uses: Wood resembles North American black cottonwood in both density and mechanical properties.
Used for plywood core stock, particleboard, matchsticks, boxes and crates, and excelsior. Neutral
sulfite semi-chemical pulps were converted into bond papers of excellent brightness and appearance.
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